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Chfibesu de Masaillan, Yaucliese, Fromnos

in & chiliteaw beullt for Diare de Poltiers, Hany Il's

Binlong consart, & |asdy recrmsd Tor ner baasty,
Intellect and sense of easthaBes. 's fir to expact
B ariall sy hotal to be chaming. bul nolhing
could harse propaned ws for ha dramatic sight of the

| was intrigued and inspinsd by 1he kdea of S1&ying

Chiteau de Massillans starkly beautiful proportians,

revealed at tho end of & Suitanls diesway lsding
imto leafy grounds, The Richard Lang-style lavendar
Bed ir frant of the masn enirance podoed 1o the
majastic impresaion, &= well a2 raminding us wall
mind truby that wa v in Prowence,

Tha sounds and soents thal walt theougdh B night
s wo walk inbo our cast ang 5o charactenstic of tne
nefion = clcadas, Evendet waim wind {no ksl
thils evening). we 'd know wa'ng In U South of Francs
i G EyEs ehiul. We arm grectod by 5-'"“-"!:5.‘5'.-:“5
whio turn gut to bé caceptisnally pratessional, polite,
chanming and heipful. Along with o huxuriou s quiaritity
of pulblic spaos - with Shor 11e0rs. artaus mirmrs:

chic chandelisrs and A midiuee of Bnligees,
michoerlury Imao M i pErectly Coniomporany
plecns = 1he holel has anby 12 reoms, which mpkes
kassiton homely mther than Siatsly, and ensiires
1hEl Service |8 sLipariathe,

Tf'l'DuE,."'I 10 paur sxilbe, et old urnes and Bhed

M stceniury fowntain, which give a cled as 1o the
siyie of our guartars. It is induigently spacious,
with an 1Bth-century chalss longus sitbing next
Eoa contemporary 26T, fiang aivlieud mimars,

& Murano glass chandeler, ancd vy ol wallpapar
Thnl turms el 10 B by those Glaswegian masions
of finc-art wallcoverings. Timorous Baasies, The
balFraor's simple deskin accentuates the bo oty
of the Prosrcal lard=scaps and MassiBan's loke
—framnad nicoly @5 you Te in the bath

It s w0 exaggoration 10 88y 1681 1 il Neved Come
acrass 8 hobol cfiering such s cining axparience
as this. |0 these eyoative SUFMpUNdings, eeen ihe

sirnpiest plite of cheess or Serewno hamis

bable. Frasentation is craather and mastertul,
and the flarours lght, delicate and Iresh. Away
feoen the bag-city workd of our ususl Hi, wiiens sating
Isall mbaout refundling and fist food, 11 s redeshing
toastat a retasd pace. and o (el that the che!
raaby cares passhonately shost evesy singde dish i
rlaces In frant of you. Ve west thriliod that supgar
-nnmilndul sig dliffeeEnt eonirnes, B pasfectly
mw b fd-chcices mend, which, B foct,
nudulqmnmuﬂmuﬁn

Warking U in e moming bo Lhe soursds of th water
fatritatn, and the light and heat of Provence, |s

-exciting and rolaxing 28 af oncs. Breakfast = e

haaithy and ssnpkt combmnation of fresh il coreals,
chouses. delicious broads, end anficot jmm with
Imvander, phus somee of the beat coffee I e e
Taaberd in Frirace W tedke ol ssround the herb
arian: the nir still has a frash edgs until midmaming.

- when the gin stats to man Business, Ve are almest

dlefmitndy wanlking in ihe formicabis steps of Diane

o Porfthers. Dy o hanoful of fanilios lene cemed
e chit Eau sinow her dan; the cument owmees bought
Massilian in 2001 You can el that BIngh srs) and
Patar Wil wark in deaign: It tokes professionals, and
anes i e with their project, 16 combine respect for
historic featunes with moderm coal,

Poalalds &t botels |5 mot wsually my Engpurie thing
b i, bud the siza of the Chétsau de Masslilan
&l the Bl Pl of guests ek th S den
Hes! il Gur vy wn, and Ul poa| bocamis
Ehet focuin of our sty The boauty of the setting, the
tor, hiit, shisde when we want iE, nathe plasita
A tras and lypnotio scunds of the cicades,
timee Seems 1o stoly et we havi resched o siate
af perfecs kainess, | kg meanlig Lo windar o
b thee sabon onibie far side of the cournyand o iest
Ehenaigh cnm o b of Ehe cemiees” de-sipndsd book
eollacton — miueh mods conisidercd i & mere
harelful of coffes-table books = but, ronsdibly, &



I rver ghed round to L We do, henevar, manage

16 =ample the wondenul cooktall Bst, And, one
nchtime, we maks a foray Lo tha eatremely lecal
Grillade d'Hellas, which might be Masailan's own
restaurant it is S0 neary We share paza baked in
the woo-fired cven: 50 good, so simple - parfectly
i kst ping with aur foresty seting.

Wi bane by lodve the coengeur all weekend and

je e negrothe rien, By night, the oourtyarnd is it

with sunken lights and candles, and decked wih
olaandar and lwakndas. Massilkan, the only coene|insd
costie | know of that has becchamibens in laevandaed
blues, pale chooplates and dark honsy, gets th
malanoe batween madiaeyal and mire-chic just
right. and the stmosphens ks intimate, infosmal and
geniifahy wanm. Whatevar your reason for going to
this ploca, just §0.

Fierstensarc] by Philip Tieacy

Chatesd de kassillan, Vauciuss, France

MEED TO KB

Rooms 12,

Rates £170-6625.

Chastk-out Widday, but fiexibie depending on sailabilitg

Room sarvipe Guasts can be senved beeadins in their rooms on reguest,

Facilitios All rooms ane decomted withantipues Suites have larpe termacas that open anta

by thee Coutyasd.

Poslslde The beautiful courtyand swimming pool is sumounded by styish woaden sunloungers.
Childinen The hotol is not sitsbie forchildmn,

Hotel chosed From midOctobar urtil Easter.

1M THE KRDWY

Dur favourte rocems The infimato sule i spacous and stands onits ewnin the gardens,

Reer 16 i the personal fovourite of the hated's intedor designer owner. fioom 15 hasa big

sy chandolier ared overlooks the Tountain End toroes Dedoe,

Heted bar Gucls many enioy drinks througthout the holel and grounds.

Hotel restaurmnt Like the hotel Bsel, the daily fous o fvsooursa sel menu blerds clissio French
cutsing with corternpanan Sk, Tham i6 atsg a wondetully comprchenshewing lisL A reservation
s essontial, Open fordinner 19h30-21H30,

Top table Alfre 406 in the oleanderined courysed.

Dineas: coche B irkin, Gainroun e,

LOCAL EATING AND DRINKING

Foemal, Michelin-siaemed Le Pré do Moulin in Sitgran-da-Comeat (04 50 70 14 56} has & fich
rererm ol forest mushnooms. asparngus. MedBermanean seabood, and truffies, pombined with
prormatic CAtes du Rfvdine wines, inUchaus, Chte Sud on Roude &' Orangs {04 2040 66 08) s
Breattor a lunchor dinnerof fine gastronony. Grillade d"Hélas on La Martine (04 90 40 51 81)
isa casual and relased restsurant with Feacty rustic tare and barbequed meal dishe s,

Srmith miembsers receive 8 selection of wines, hand picked by the hatel sammeiier,
ard an upgrade, subject tomailabigy,

GET & RDOR
U uar anling booking senaoe atwww, mrandmessmith.com techeck availabiftyand mabke
resorvations. Register your Smithe and to find ool albou eurent msmber offers for this hoted,

Chatand do Masssllon

Chezmin Hanrmeradllo, Uichags

+A3(0E 20406451

resnaEtons@chateau-demassilan.com; waw chateau-de-massilancom



